This 
1. Introduction. In recent years several writers have contributed to the theory of analytic or asymptotic confluent expansions for functions of one and two variables (see, for instance, [1] - [5] ; see also [6, pp. 50-57] ). The object of the present paper is to discuss extensions of these results to certain functions of several variables. In order to illustrate the usefulness of these extensions, an asymptotic confluent expansion for a certain class of the generalized Lauricella function [7, p. 454 In view of (2.4), (2.9) and (2.10), it follows fairly easily that for jt > 1, i -1.r, Further, for j\, . . . ,jr> 1, the coefficients, hijl, . . . ,j/,z1, . . . ,zf;X),can be expressed in terms of the derivatives of (2.20) n(zj_,zr) = «(0, . . . ,0;z15 . . . ,zr;X).
The proof of this theorem would run parallel to that of Theorem 1, and we omit details. Indeed, it is easily verified that fc. where the coefficients f{jx, . . . ,ir;zx, . . . ,zr) are given explicitly by (3.6) below. Further, for j\, . . . ,jr> 1, these coefficients can be expressed in terms of the derivatives of (3.5) fiz1,...,zr)=fiO,...,0;z1,...,zr). For special values of the nonnegative integers p, q¡, P and Q¡, i -1.r, (4.7) reduces to the corresponding asymptotic expansions for the Lauricella functions except possibly the function Fcr^ of the third type. In particular, for the fourth
